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impossible. Besides, we read, Gen. xii. 9, after Abraham
came from Haran to the land of Canaan, 'and Abraham
journeyed, going on still towards the south": by which It
appears he came from the northward; and it must be remem-
bered Mecca lies six hundred miles south from Canaan. There -
fore I may safely conclude IMahornet very boldly asserted
a falsehood, and was influenced by a different spirit from
Moses; but as this impostor generally enforced his assertions by
club eloquence, few cared to oppose such forcible arguments.
IITH. Mounted this morning at half past six. Course
S. | E. one hour and twenty minutes; then S.S.E. f E. one
hour; afterwards S.E. one hour; and S.E. by E. three hours;
then changing to E. by S. another hour, and E. one hour,
through a narrow pass between high white rockey clifts, at
the farther end of which lies Am il Arnab1 (i.e. Hares Pool),
where we encamped at four. I allow ten minutes for stoppages
and interruption the camels met with in going thro' this defile.
The country from Oglet Haran is hard and rugged. In
many parts of the road are heaps of stones, about seven feet
in length, and four in breadth, which I imagine are to cover
graves. The water here is of the mineral kind, having a sul-
phureous and disagreeable taste. A small westerly breeze all
day, with pleasant wTeather. The night cold.
I2TH. Decamped this morning at fifty past six. Course
S.E. by E. f E. one hour; then east, over hard stony ground,
two hours and a half. At twenty minutes after ten arrived at
Cabassee2, where we encamped on a rising ground, the town
bearing N. by E. about one mile distance, and a large mosque
on the top of the hill on the N.E. at the distance of about three
hundred yards.
Here is a deep aquaduct, cut in the rock thro' the hill,
from which there is a run of water sufficient to work a mill,
of a disagreeable sulphureous taste; but before it reaches the
town, it is much meliorated by the earth and air.
1  This is BeawesM/n il Emu! of i g Aug. It is in the bed of Wadi Turaif.
2  Kubaisa. Gertrude Bell calls it a mud-walled village of 50,000 palm-
trees, but notes that even in Yaqut's day, early in the i3th century, its
inhabitants lived (in the extreme of poverty and misery by reason of the
aridity of the surrounding waste/